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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 1 , the 
recitation of "any" should be deleted. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , it is not clear as to what is being claimed. Is the substance 
being positively claimed start after "Method for supplying a paint application device with 
paint, in which" or after "the method comprising". For purpose of prior art search all the 
elements after "Method for supplying a paint application device with paint, in which" 
have been considered. 

4. Regarding claim 12, the wording "components" is indefinite. Also the wording 
"artificially increased" is not clear as to its meaning. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ott (US Patent 6589348) and further in view of Gawne (US Patent 
5882428). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Ott (abstract, lines 2-4) discloses a method of conveying paint 
between two pigs through a conveying line wherein the pigs are transported by 
compressed air pushing from one side. Ott fails to disclose a method of cleaning the 
path. Gawne (abstract, lines 8 thru 13) teaches a method of flushing the flow path by 
inserting a solvent between the two pigs. It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art that in order to clean the flow path, the cleaning solvent 
insertion between the pigs taught by Gawne can be used in the system disclosed by 
Ott. One of ordinary skill in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by Ott 
and Gawne and in combination, each element merely would have performed the same 
function as it did separately. It would be predictable to a person of ordinary skills in the 
art that the results of the combination would be same as stated in the claim. 

4. Regarding claim 2 (dependent), Gawne (columnl , line 45) teaches that the 
solvent for cleaning can be a liquid. 
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5. Regarding claim 3 (dependent), Ott (abstract )discloses that the thrust medium for 
the pigs can be compressed air. 

6. Regarding claim 5 (dependent), Ott (fig 2 and 3) illustrates two pigs together (fig 
2) in absence of paint and the pigs apart (fig 3, Items 3 and 22) due to paint introduced 
between them. 

7. Regarding claim 6 (dependent), Ott (column 3, lines 15-23) discloses specific 
quantities of paint introduced between the pigs, and also discloses (column 4, lines 3- 
10) pushing of the pigs by pushing medium (compressed air). 

8. Regarding claim 7 (dependent), Gawne (abstract, lines 8 thru 13) teaches a 
method of flushing the flow path by inserting a solvent between the two pigs. It would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art that during the process of 
inserting solvent at least on of the pigs would necessarily move by introducing the fluid 
in between the pigs. 

9. Regarding claim 8 (dependent), Gawne (column 1 , line 46) teaches pig 
positioning sensors, which can be used to determine the pig position and start or stop 
the flow of flushing medium. It also teaches (column 2 line 52-55) a method of pushing 
the pigs and cleaning agent. 

10. Regarding claim 9 (dependent), Gawne (column2, lines 16-33) teaches a method 
of cleaning the system for a color change. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 0 (dependent), Gawne (column2, lines 1 6-33) teaches a 
method of cleaning the system for a color change but it fails to teach alternate flushing 
with compressed air and cleaning agent. However, it would have been obvious to a 
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person having ordinary skill in the art that in order for thorough cleaning, compressed air 
could also be deployed alternatively as a cleaning medium. 

12. Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Ott discloses (abstract) an electrostatic paint 
atomizer connected to a discharge station at high voltage, which has a sensor to sense 
the presence of pigs, and to discharge paint upon sensing the pigs in the sensing area. 

13. Claim 4 (dependent) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ott (US Patent 6589348) and further in view of Gawne (US Patent 5882428) and 
Kendall (US Patent 5855062). 

14. Regarding claim 4, which is dependent on claim 3 and adds a method to adjust 
the velocity of the pigs. Kendall (column 5, lines 52-57) teaches regulating the pig speed 
by using valves to controlling airflow. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art that in order to control the speed, one would use the method 
taught by Kendall to the supply system disclosed by Ott, which would result in better 
regulated paint supply. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Atif H. Chaudry whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3768. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, Alternate Friday off 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Isabella can be reached on 571-272-4749. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



ATIF CHAUDRY 
PATENT EXAMINER 
11/05/2007 



/DAVID J ISABELLA/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4156 



